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The journal is published monthly by the Public Library of Science (PLoS), a nonprofit organization.Bacteria, fungi, parasites, prions and viruses cause a plethora of diseases that have important medical, agricultural, and economic consequences. Moreover, the study of microbes continues to provide novel insights into such fundamental processes as the molecular basis of cellular and organismal function. PLoS Pathogens reflects the full breadth of research in these areas by publishing outstanding original articles that significantly advance the understanding of pathogens and how they interact with their host organisms. Topics include (but are not limited to) adaptive and innate immune defenses as well as pathogen countermeasures, emerging pathogens, evolution, genomics and gene regulation, model host organisms, pathogen-cell biology, pathogenesis, prions, proteomics and signal transduction, rational vaccine design, structural biology, and virulence factors.The journal also publishes : Pearls: The goal of a "Pearl" is to describe within a short space a small number of significant and interesting facts about a topic in the world of pathogens. Pearls may take one of the two following formats:1."Five facts about X" In this format, authors list significant facts about a topic and then summarize the evidence for them.2."Q&A" In this format, each paragraph involves a question followed by an answer - a more conversational style that may suit some topics better.Review and Opinion papers are free of charges.
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